
It's what's behind the mask

that matters most.

Wearing a homemade mask, which is increasingly becoming the only option for many,

can help protect ourselves and those around us from COVID-19.

But for people of color, racial bias and stereotypes of criminality have created real

fears about going out in public with this kind of protection. People of color have been   

removed from stores for wearing masks and many                            

These communities are in a lose-lose situation: risk exposure to the disease, or risk

being racially profiled (or maybe worse).

No one should be treated with fear or like a criminal for doing

their part to protect the public.

This is a real threat for people of color. Shaming them for

not choosing to wear a mask is also an inappropriate response.

Remember that these are difficult times for everyone and that

we are all in this together. 

" I  d o n ’ t  f e e l  s a f e  w e a r i n g  a  h a n d k e r c h i e f  o r

s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  i s n ’ t  C L E A R L Y  a

p r o t e c t i v e  m a s k  c o v e r i n g  m y  f a c e  t o  t h e

s t o r e  b e c a u s e  I  a m  a  B l a c k  m a n  l i v i n g  i n  t h i s

w o r l d .  I  w a n t  t o  s t a y  a l i v e  b u t  I  a l s o  w a n t  t o

s t a y  a l i v e . "  -  @ A a r o n _ T h e T h o m a s

fear for their lives.

https://twitter.com/Aaron_TheThomas/status/1246493711032356866
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/apr/07/black-men-coronavirus-masks-safety

